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According to a report appearing in the Feb. 16 issue of daily newspaper O Globo, Brazil's hospitals
and particularly hospitals in Rio de Janeiro are becoming "disease factories." Health Ministry
statistics indicate that in 1991 hospital- contracted diseases probably affected 1 million people and
caused 50,000 deaths throughout the country. A 5% to 6% rate of hospital infection is considered
"acceptable" by the World Health Organization (WHO). The rate in Rio hospitals is estimated at
between 20% and 30%.
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